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'Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's'; and a denial
of the absolute sovereignty of the State, 'and to God the things
that are God's'.

The ferment of this philosophy went forth from Judea to
Rome and to all the provinces of the Roman power. Under the
imperial regime the city of Rome had come more and more to
be a cosmopolitan centre. From the beginning of the first
century of the Christian era, even the Emperor was often of
alien birth or origin. Thus Trajan (A.D. 98-117) was a Spaniard;
Septimus Severus (A.D. 193-211) was an African; Antoninus
Caracalla (A.D. 211-17) was born at Lyons; Alexander Severus
(A.D. 222-35) came from Syria; and Philip (A.D. 242-9) from
Arabia. So also of the great jurisconsults of the classical period:
Gaius is believed to have been an Asiatic Greek; Papinian was
a Syrian; and Ulpian also. For reasons of revenue (and perhaps
also of religion) Caracalla extended the Roman citizenship to
all free inhabitants of the Empire. The whole world became
one city.

Fecisti patriam diversis gentibus unam:
Urbem fecisti quod prius orbis erat.

This extension of Roman citizenship and of a share in her
law to all the people of the Empire captured the imagination
of pagan and Christian writers of the late Empire. 'She it is9,
writes Claudian, 'who alone has received the conquered peoples
into her bosom and who fostered the human race under a
common name.' And Prudentius, whom Bentley called 'the
Christian Virgil and Horace9, brought the universal mission of
the Roman secular power into organic relation with the ideals
of the Christian religion:

What is the secret of Rome's historical destiny? It is that God wills
the unity of mankind, since the religion of Christ demands a social
federation of peace and international amity. Hitherto the whole
earth from east to west had been rent asunder by continual strife.
To curb this madness God had taught the nations to be obedient to
the same laws and all to become Romans. Now we see mankind
living as citizens of one city and members of a common household.
Men corne from distant lands across the seas to one common forum
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